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(NOTE: We intend from time to time, as the opportunity offers, to publish a 
short history of our Hospital. All the material will be taken from the excellent 
historical sketch written on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the Hospital 
by Dr. Fenwick Beekman and entitled "Hospital for the Ruptured and Crippled." 

We are grateful to Dr. Beekman for permission to abridge this for publication 


herein.) 
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The New York Society for the Relief of the Ruptured and Crippled was organized by 
twenty gentlemen, residents of the City, who filed a certificate of intention to 
incorporate with the County Clerk on the 27th day of March, 1863, which was 
certified to at the office of the Secretary of State of the State of New York on 
April 13th, 1863. The charter of incorporation was enacted ly the legislature 
(Chapter 638) four years later (April 23rd, 1867). The doors of the institution, 
however, were opened for reception of patients on the first day of May, 1863. 

It, therefore, can be claimed that The Hospital for Ruptured and Crippled was the 
first institution to be organized within the United States for the treatment of 
orthopaedic conditions. 


New York, at this time, was a repidly growing city, with a population of about 
seven hundred thousand, who lived chiefly in the lower third of the Island of 
Manhattan. There were already five general dispenseries, to care for the indigent 
sick of the mmicipality. St. Luke's Hospital, situated at Fifty-Fourth Street 
and Fifth Avenue, was in the country, as the City had not yet spread nearly so far 
north. The Civil War was in progress and there was much poverty in the City. The 
streets were filled with unfortunates who sought alms and, to meke their pleas 
more forceful, exposed their bodily deformities to the passersby. "Persons 
afflicted with ruptures, ulcerated legs, varicose veins, etc., became beggars by 
profession. Poor families having crippled children, suffering from spinal and 
paralytic affections, thronged our streets, dwellings and places of business, 
making revoltiug displays of their infirmities and misfortunes, Sometimes they 
were seen led by their mothers, carried in their arms, or kept in their helplessness 
end wretchedness at home for the purpose of exciting sympathy; thus either by 
mute appeals or clamorous importunity, extorted alms from the credulous". 
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There were no known cures at this time for these unfortunate individuals and the 
hospitals would not admit them, as they were not considered sick. Plenty of able- 
bodied persons were available to fill all types of positions and, in consequence, 
these cripples, as they were called, were dependent upon charity or upon what they 
could obtein through begging for their living. 


Some intere: , however, was beginning to be shown by the medical profession in 
the treatment of peralyses and of tuberculous lesions of bones and joints. 


Among this group was a physician by the name of James Knight, who hed been born 
in Teneytown, Maryland, in the year 1810, and ha been educated at the Medico- 
Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, in Beltimore. Dr. Knight came to New York in 
1835 and opened an office as a general practitioner. Soon after he obtained an 
appointment as visitor of the Association for the Improvement of the Condition of 
the Poor. Through this occupation he wes brought into close contact with persons 
unable to obtain work beceuse of their infirmities. Becoming interested in 
rehabilitating these unfortunates, Dr. Knight began investigetions to improve 
their physical condition. Knowing something of mechenics, as his father had been 
a menufecturer of militery implements, he turned to the designing of "surgico- 
mechanicel appliances" to help his crippled patients. He first designed an 
effective truss for hernias. This, he said, "served as an incentive to the con- 
struction of appliances for the restoretion of impaired powers of locomotion in 
children, laboring under deformities both congenital end the sequelec of infantile 
paralysis. (To be continued; 
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No jokes from the Information Desk this time for this is a grim month what with 
the horrible weether and the necessity of appeasing that ‘ole Revenue man on March 
15thi However, we did leern from the above source that all employees of the 
Hospitel who spend time here as patients, are very grateful to one who remembers 
them while they are lsid up. This young man has his office on the 3rd floor and 
his job is to fill the prescriptions for all the nasty stuff the doctors 
prescribe! counteracts these gifts, however, with presents of flowers, candies 
and cigarett.. to 41l employee patients! Speaking of employee patients, Mrs. Sally 
Sause, who recently spent some time here in that capacity, desires us to say, that 
she is indebted to everyone with whom she came in contact while laid up and appre- 
cietes the efficient, thoughtful and.kind treatment she received, especially from 
those in the Gibney FP: villion on the 4th floor. 
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SOCIAL NOTES FROM ALL OVER 


Prince Keran Singh, cge 20, letely of Gibney Pavillion 509 und of Bombay, Indie, 
end sole heir of the Meherajah of Kashmir wes married on March 5th to Princess 
Yashorejye Lakshmi, 16, granddeughter of General ohun Shumshere Jung Bahadoe Rana, 
Prime Minister of wepal. This wedding linked two of the most encient Hindu Royal 
families end brought together one of the largest collection of rejahs end mharajahs 
seen in Bombay recently, 
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BUSMAN'S HOLIDAY 


Recent casualitices among the Residents and Fellows show e curious relationship 
between their respective illnesses end their specielities. Among the orthope- 
dists, Dr. Smith and Dr. Dingman aro recovering from back complaints and Dr. 
Folsom from « dislocated shoulder, while Dr. Waincrdi, showed partiality to 
Medicine by developing Pneumonia! It behooves the Surgical Residents to prepare 
themselves for & bout with the healing knife! Dr. Fisher was recently presented 
with a daughter - a course in practical pedistrics is now well started. 

Dr. Oetting lately received notification thet he had made the last hurdle pro- 
vided by the American Boerd of Surgery when he passed the Part II Examination. 


Ce ees 


So many compliments on the food served in our Cafeteria were received by its Staff 
from our Alumni during the recent Orthopaedic Conference that this Staff firmly 
believes that hunger for a good meul was as important in bringing these doctors to 
New York as hunger for the latest orthopeedics, Elizabeth Schoeffer of the Cafe- 
teria is recuperating from # minor operution; she is expected back shortly. 
Armando Franceschi, bus boy, hes returned to his father's restaurant in Porto Rico. 
George Jennette, bus boy, has left the cafeteria for the Housekeeping Department. 
Fred Short, formerly in the Basement cafeteria ow on the 5th floor. Mary Anne 
Kelly, dietitian, formerly of Roosevelt Hospital, has joined our Dietary staff as 
Relief Dietitian, 
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FURTHER NOTES ON TENTATIVE HOSPITAL ALTERATIONS 


While 42nd Street is having its face lifted, or should we say dropped, it is 
planned, that the front-door by the Informetion Desk will be closed and the tele- 
phone switchboard will be pleced in the Mtrance Hall. The offices of Mrs.Donohue 
end Mrs. Sause will be moved into the spece now occupied by the switchboard and | 
Inform:tion Desk, The Information Desk will then occupy Mrs. Donohue's office, 
The only access to the Hospital trom 42nd Street will be by means of a wooden ramp 
running from Second Avenue to the Gibney Pavillion entrance snd will be for emer- 
gency use only. 


FAROE 
HAIL AND FAREWELL - The Record Room extends u welcome to Marie Volpe as she enters 
the Klan and bids Bon Voyage to Margot Steur as she sails for France on March llth. 
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SOCIAL SERVICE NOTES 


Corrinne Maggi just recently joined our steff as Case Aide, essisting Mrs. Chater 
with the detailed casework necessary in connection with the Polio Clinics. We 
hope Miss Meggi will be happy with us.. 

Isabel Greenberg has tired of housekeeping end returned to social work. She is 
now affiliated with the Roosevelt Hospital. We wish her luck in her new job. 
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It is time we mehtioned the members of the Rotary Club of New Yor These men, 
for the past five years, have given monthly perties for our Werad ildren. Not 
only do they supply the ice cream, ceke and the party trimmings, but also 
excellent entertainers such as magicians and puppeteers. The Children have a 
wonderful time and loak forward eagerly to the next party. We are greatly in- 
debted to the Rotary Club for assisting us in making a child's stay in the 
Hospital a happy and memorable one. 


ANOTHER BOUQUET 


"My dear Mrs. Dervend: 
I wanted to tell you «gain how much your thoughtfulness meant to me today 


and was sorry I missed you. Perhaps you will eppreciate how much my ex- 
perience at your Hospital meant to me when I tell you that in April, when 
I broke my ankle, it took five hours to obtain emergency service in enother 
hospital! Your generosity and the careful attention of the nurses and doctor 
(for what must have appeared to their experienced eyes 4 "simple" condition) 
altogether were indeed gratifying and most reassuring. 

I hope you will express my thanks to the nurses ulso. It was good to have 
an experience in a hospital where the petient really is treatea as a person! 


Many thanks. 
Corcially, 


I.B." 
ALOE OREWS 


The Alumni Reporter is indebted this month to Tommy Cannon at the Information Desk 
for the only news eveilable from this Department. 

Meny Alumni were back at the Hospital during the first two weeks . February to 
attend the Annual Mectings of the Academy of Orthopeedic Surgeons ‘nd to attend the 
Testimonial dinner on February 11th for our Surgeon-in-Chief, Dr. Philip D. Wilson. 
Among those seen either in the building or et the dinner were Dr. Frank Purcell, 
former President of the Alumni Association, Doctors Parrish, Herndon, Butterfield, 
Rodi, Cullin, Duncan, Turko, Lacey, Frank Cox, Homer Pheesant from whom we have 
not heard for a long time, and meny others too numerous to list. 

Torry Cannon, our Grover Whalen for «ll such occasions, seys Henry Lacey inquired 
a§ to whether he could still buy stule fish on Second Avenue as he did when a 
Resident here, 

Dr. Turko sdmits to being engtged to some fortunate young lady from Hartford; Dr. 
Frank Cox reports that he has added one offspring to his family since leaving the 
hospital in 1939 and Gele Borden wus observed «t the dinner taking numerous | 
pictures of the gethering. 
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AMONG OURSELVES 


We hear that Dr. Francis Carr leaves soon for a vacation in Mexico; Dr. Dean 
Makowski is back from e South american cruise, and Dr. Ray Lewis spent his Winter 
vacetion in Delray Beach, Florida. And here we sit wondering what is bleaker than 
New York on a rainy dey in March. 

Kathleen Lind, our former telephone operator, has just gone home from a stay in 
Flower-Fifth Avenue Hospitel and we are glad to report great imprevement in her 
health. All of us hope for her continued good heelth from now on. 
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Dr. Frank Pettengill has been & patient in Roosevelt Hospital and one of his 
visitors, Mike Devine, reports that he is feeling better. Dr. Pettengill's 
many friends here hope to see him back with us soon. 


Dr. R. Freyberg has just returnea from a short vecation in California. 

Mr. and Mrs. Einar Neilsen of Physio-Theraphy are to be congretulated upon the 
achievement of their oldest daughter who graduates from Barnards College in June. 
She was one of fourteen members of her Class who applied for entrance to the 
Cornell Medical School end was the only one accepted! She will enter this school 
in September. 


Jeanne Jacobson, who has been with the Public Relstions Department for the last 
two years left on March 3rd, to take a position with « lerge fund-reising cam- 

paign Association in Chicago. We all wish her the very best of luck in her new 
venture. We welcome Mrs. Ellen Hennessy who hes joined our staff in P.R. Dept. 


FARAH 

RECORD & CHRONICLE REPORTING STAFF 
Dr. Howard Way Residents John Wondrash Housekeeping 
Miss Helen Oveus Admitting Office Carl Raminger Brace Shop 
Miss Ruth ii -n Cafeteria Miss Lee Morrison Record Room 
Miss Anne Bruuy Pantry Joseph Gaffney Laundry 
Fred Short Kitchen Mrs. Olive Fischer Photography 
Miss Ellen Brecy, R.N. 3-11 p.m, Miss Agnes I. Howard Clinics 
Miss Dorothy Newman, R.N.7.00 - 3.30pm Mrs. Sally Sause Accounting 
Mrs. Henrietta Mendoza Purchasing Miss Esther Alessandrini Social Service 
Mrs. Ellen Brehm Alumni George Shannon Maintenance 
Tommy Cannon Taformetion Desk Mrs, Angela De Marco X-Ray 


Miss Doris Nichols Occupational Therapy. 
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QUR SAF RECORD CAN BE ROV 
BE SURE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THE SAFE WAY TO PFRFORM ANY TaSK GIVEN YOU. 


IF IN DOUBT ASK YOUR SUPERVISOR. 


